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The people’s struggle for real change:  Let’s finish it!!

The people must never tire to fight 
for peace and must never tire to fight 
for democratic rights in Zimbabwe 
until every Zimbabwean is free,  
President Tsvangirai has said.

President Tsvangirai was addressing 
a prayer meeting organised by 
Zimbabwe Pastoral Fellowship 
Association (ZIMPAF) at Sakubva 
Stadium in Mutare, Manicaland on 
Saturday.

“In all the things we do, it is according 
to God’s plan, whether we like it or 
not. If the midwives had killed all 
the sons of the Hebrew women as 
commanded by King Pharoah, then 
Moses, who latter freed the Israelites 
from bondage could have been 
killed,” he said.

The Premier was explaining a 
scripture found in the book of 
Exodus about the Hebrew midwives 
who feared God and defied the 
king’s decree for them to kill sons 
born to Hebrew women He also 
preached five edifying lessons drawn 
from those verses to the people, 
urging every Zimbabwean to be a 
peacemaker.

Everyone, he said, has a choice in 
life. As individuals we are free to 
choose what we want.

“The midwives could have decided 
to kill but they decided not to. If you 
kill someone, it’s sorely your choice 
and your choice alone, MDC or Zanu 
pf or any political party would not be 
responsible,” he said.

President Tsvangirai reminded the 
people that in life people have to take 
risks. He said the Hebrew women took 
a risk over a powerful king.

“If you are forced to do something 
wrong, you must say no in the name of 
peace. The Hebrew women took a risk 
over a mighty, powerful king’s decree. 
They decided not to kill,” he said.

The Premier added that each person is 
accountable to God for his or her life. 
He said God defines the destiny of each 
and every one of us as individuals and 
as a nation.

“We are all God’s children and we 
should revere Him,” he said.

He concluded by singing a common 
hymn, “Tenzi taungana pano” much 
to the amusement of the people who 
shouted and screamed for joy as they 
sang along with the President.

In an interview with ZIMPAF, 
Manicaland Co-ordinating Committee 
member, Pastor Jonathan Chindevere 
said they have a mandate to preach 
peace.

“We feel, as the church, that we 
have the biblical mandate to preach 
peace. We are saying with the type of 
polarization in the country, the church 
will be ideal for preaching peace and 
bringing the political parties together, 
so that they co-exist in a sustainable 
peaceful environment.

“Let’s keep spreading the message of 
peace and living under the spirit of love. 

While respecting the differences of the 
various religions, we are all called to 
work for peace and to be effectively 
committed to furthering reconciliation 
among the people. This is the true “spirit 
of God” which opposes every form of 
violence and the abuse of religion as a 
pretext for violence,” he said.

The inter-religious peace prayer 
meeting, which is scheduled to be done 
in all the ten provinces, aims to promote 
mutual understanding and dialogue 
among the people of Zimbabwe divided 
across political differences, in a horizon 
of peace was held under the theme, 
“Peace, Prosperity, Development and 
Unity” derived from the Gospel of 
Matthew 5 verse 9.

...as thousands pray for a better nation

The occasion was well attended by 
several ministers, MP’s, Senators, 
Pastors from different churches, civic 
groups, media fraternity, government 
officials and political leadership. 
Among these were Hon Nelson 
Chamisa, Hon Elton Mangoma, Hon 
Giles Mutsekwa and Hon Douglas 
Mwonzora.

Gospel music icons Pastor Charles 
Charamba and wife Olivia gave a 
splendid performance at the event 
alongside high-riding star Blessing 
Shumba, Agartha Murudzwa, 
Bethany Pasinawako and several 
others. 

President Tsvangirai has condemned 
the use of violence during elections 
saying it is retrogressive and should not 
be accepted in this day and age.

Speaking to journalists in Harare on 
Monday, President Tsvangirai said that 
though there are sharp differences over 
the nature and complexion of the next 
elections, Zimbabwe needed to hold 
these to facilitate for real change.

“We continue to work towards the next 
election, albeit with sharp differences 
over the nature and complexion of 
that election. There has been slow 
movement on reforms as our colleagues 
view any reform as a form of conceding 
power. 

“For us, reforms are a fulfilment of 
what we agreed upon and signed up to, 
both in the GPA and in the roadmap that 
was facilitated by SADC. We continue 
to insist that any credible poll must 
be predicated by reforms and that is 
why last month, my party launched a 
document, CoSEZ (Conditions for a 
Sustainable Election in Zimbabwe),” 
he said.

President Tsvangirai said the conditions 
adopted by the MDC are not far fetched 
as these are minimum conditions that 
govern the holding of free, credible and 
effective elections.

“These conditions are not a pie in the 
sky, but the minimum conditions that 
even SADC itself has adopted as the 
basic condition for the holding of a free 
and fair poll in any country in the region. 
We will insist on those conditions. We 
will fight for those conditions. And 
indeed, we will urge SADC to insist on 
its own conditions in Zimbabwe,” he 
said.

He said that such conditions are 
imperative in the wake of renewed 
violent efforts by Zanu PF to throw 
this country into quandary. There 
has been increased cases of violence 

reported over the last three months of 
2012 which have worried the people 
of Zimbabwe over the possibility of 
holding an uncontested election.

A human rights group has recorded 
an increase of violations from 365 in 
January to 413 in February. The group 
expects these violations to further 
escalate in the coming months because 
of election talk that is not accompanied 
by any talk about the necessary reforms.

“Chipangano continues to wreak havoc 
and I wish to deplore the comments 
attributed to Mr Tendai Savanhu of 
Zanu PF who publicly threatened the 
elected MP of Marondera, Hon. Ian 
Kay. It is deplorable that in this day and 
age, one can publicly threaten an MP 
simply because of his race,” he said. 

Savanhu, who lost to MDC’s Piniel 
Denga in the 2008 parliamentary 
elections, told about 500 Zanu PF 
mourners at a Zanu PF member’s 

funeral that whites had no role to play 
in Zimbabwean society.  

“What is the so-called white MDC 
legislator, Ian Kay doing in the 
community? As Zanu PF we do not 
recognize him and his councillors as 
elected office bearers. Zanu PF Peter 
Murwira is the legitimate MP for 
Marondera Central, not Kay. Please 
allow me and Chipangano Youth 
a week’s stay here and we would 
eliminate Kay without any problem. 
Down with all whites,” said Savanhu.

The MDC condemned such actions as 
they are not just racist but a clear sign of 
unmitigated hypocrisy and retrogressive 
mentality that has led to the downfall of 
the once glorious nation.

President Tsvangirai said: “The next 
election is not about cheap rhetoric, 
misleading people and firing cheap 
broadsides at the region and the 
facilitator simply because one wants 

to placate the hardliners in their 
political party. The next election is 
about respecting the regional effort 
and putting in place mechanisms to 
ensure that we have a credible poll that 
will usher in a legitimate government. 
We urge SADC to keep an eye on 
developments in Zimbabwe. As a 
nation, we still await the deployment 
of the three officials to join JOMIC to 
monitor violence in the country and to 
ensure the implementation of agreed 
reforms.”

He said  that the misguided 
pronouncements about dates for  
elections and the holding of the 
referendum should cease forthwith.

“I wish to state that those dates will be 
determined by a process and not by a 
resolution of any organ of a political 
party. As Principals we expect a draft 
of the Constitution, which is one of 
the key reforms before we hold any 
election. And I wish to restate what I 

said in Parliament recently that while 
individual political parties may claim 
to want an election without a new 
Constitution, there is no such position 
in government.

“We all want the elections held 
yesterday with the proviso that they 
be done after the completion of the 
Constitution-making process and the 
institution of those reforms that we have 
agreed upon. Surely, as government, we 
cannot fund a process that we are not 
keen to embrace. So indeed we await 
the completion of this process and the 
institution of other reforms before we 
hold an election,” he said.

According to the GPA, Mugabe 
can only announce election dates in 
agreement with President Tsvangirai. 
Anything outside of this arrangement is 
null and void.

Yes to peace: President 

Some of the artists pose for a photo with President Tsvangirai in Mutare
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History is fond of repeating itself. In the 
1970s, the guerrillas, who were regarded 
as terrorists by the white minority racist 
regime, were accused and portrayed not 
as African Nationalists but as stooges of 
their communist masters in Russia and 
China. 

Leaders like Herbert Chitepo, 
Ndabaningi Sithole, Joshua Nkomo, 
Enos Nkala and Abel Muzorewa to 
mention but a few, were regarded as 
enemies of the state then. 

The media during that time was 
mandated to make sure that it portrayed 
them as misguided terrorist leaders. 
We are thankful to our heroes and 
heroines, both living and the departed, 
for standing their ground against the 
repressive white colonial regime. We 
are thankful for the support we got from 
China and Russia during the liberation 
struggle.

Today the MDC, which announced 
its arrival on the political scene in 
2000, stand accused by Zanu PF as 
a stooge of the West, only because, 
like Zanu PF during the 1970s, its 
policies are accepted both locally and 
internationally. That is the reason why 
MDC is supported by both the locals 
and those across our borders. 

Unfortunately, Zanu PF under the 
leadership of President Mugabe have 
commercialised the people’s struggle 
for change. Zanu pf forgets that the 
liberation struggle was fought by 
Zimbabweans as a united people and 
not Zanu pf as a political party as they 
would want us to believe. We are, 

therefore, thankful to all those countries 
and individuals who support MDC now 
in any way, for their support will make 
us realise the change we all cry for.

As it stands, the country is heading 
towards uncertain times. It is a fact that 
the issue of the constitution was never a 
Zanu pf agenda from the word go. 

The party was just overtaken by events. 
Events which characterised the First 
All Stakeholders Conference in Harare 
and the disturbances at the constitution 
outreach programmes, all point to 
the fact that the sunset party has been 
trying to disrupt the making of the new 
constitution. 

Misguided individuals, some who 
are touted as political analysts have 
been lined up to rubbish the drafters 
and discredit the whole exercise. War 
veterans have also been ropped in to 
threaten Copac with unspecified action. 

Probably, when Zanu PF first agreed 
to a new constitution, it thought that it 
was going to have its way. Now having 
realised that everything was going out 
of hand, disruption is the only option, 
which heightens the long held view that 
Zanu PF is against the new constitution. 

It is, therefore, not farfetched to suggest 
that the former ruling party will, as 
usual, organise to disrupt the Second 
All Stakeholders meeting to be held 
soon after the drafting of the charter. 
This should be guarded against.

At this stage, indications are that they 
are not going to give the new charter 

a nod. How can Zanu PF reject the 
constitution? Is Mugabe going to block 
the whole exercise and if so, at which 
stage? Will he do it at parliamentary 
debate level or at the referendum?

 Or, are we going to witness an unholy 
alliance where Zanu pf will join 
hands with some civic organisations 
to campaign for a ‘No’ vote at the 
referendum so that elections are 
conducted under the current badly 
patched constitution? 

Because for all we know, Mugabe’s 
party thrives on swimming in troubled 
waters. It does not want the situation to  
normalise as this will mark the end of 
its political career.

Because politics is very unpredictable, 
what will Zanu PF do if the civic 
organisations which have been critical 
about Copac, suddenly support the 
constitution, knowing that it is far 
much better than the British imposed 
constitution of 1979? 

Surely, if MDC okays the constitution, 
there is a greater likelihood that the 
‘Yes’ vote will carry the day. If this 
happens, will Mugabe refuse to sign 
so that it becomes a binding supreme 
document? 

What will our SADC brothers, AU and 
the whole international community 
say if Mugabe refuses to sign after 
the people would have spoken? What 
will Zimbabweans do under such 
circumstances? Only time will tell!

To be honest, I am surprised that Zanu 
PF still find value in Prof Jonathan 

Moyo to yet again be their point man in 
this whole issue. If they have that deficit 
in human resourses, 

I am afraid they are busy digging their 
resting place. In fact, Moyo is one of the 
many individuals who are prepared to 
sing loudest for his supper. He is one of 
those who are in the party not because 
they support its ideology but because 
that is the only way to get rich over 
night. 

I am afraid Mr Mugabe, you no longer 
have supporters as you used to do in 
the 1980s and early 90s. You now have 
pretenders and looters who are prepared 
to give you countless titles, sing in your 
praise as they used to sing even for Abel 
Muzorewa while they milk the country 
dry.

During the reign of Idi Amin in Uganda, 
even when he killed the defenceless 
people at will and destroyed the 
Ugandan economy, he was given a 
chain of titles to his name. Some of them 
are ‘The Life President’, ‘Al Hadji’, 
‘Commander-In-Chief of the Defence 
Forces’, ‘Dada’ and ‘Field Marshall’. 
All these were meant to give Amin a 
false sense of honour and respect. 

Yet, history tells us that it is dangerous 
for a leader to assume a cloak of 
infallibility. A revolution whose hour 
has come cannot be stopped and indeed, 
if our hour is now, no one can stop 
Zimbabwe from achieving the much 
desired change. It’s in the air, feel it.                                

Change is coming
By Mamuse  Maunganidze

Harare - Legislators in the Lower 
House are calling for the repealing 
of Section 121 Subsection 3 of the 
Criminal Procedure and Evidence 
Act (CPEA) saying  it has stopped 
serving its purpose.

The State has of late been accused 
of using the controversial legislation 
to quash suspects’ bail applications 
and keep them behind bars for seven 
days. According to Hon Gonese, 
sub-section three of Section 121 of 
the Act needs urgent amendments 
because it allowed the Attorney-
General or his representatives to 
merely give a notice of intention to 
appeal and by that pronouncement 
the release of a person granted bail is 
suspended pending the appeal.

Hon Gonese said the law has often 
been abused and used on political 
opponents, members of civic society 
or those perceived to oppose Zanu 
PF. He said the oppressive law 
needed an amendment as people 
were being deprived of their liberty 
unnecessarily.

In the majority of cases, no such 
appeal has even been noted and where 
it is noted, it has been dismissed for 
lack of merit, said Gonese.

The section has been notoriously 
used by the Attorney General’s office 
to keep thousands of MDC members 
in custody after being granted bail at 
the courts.

The MDC has condemned the 
unlawful arrest, detention, and 
prosecution of innocent people 
linked to the MDC. Hon Willas 
Madzimure said Subsection 3 of the 
CPEA, is not only reminiscent of 
the Smith Regime but has exposed 
inefficiencies in the Attorney 
General’s office and its utter failure 
to investigate issues before arrests 
are made.

“We are seeing that this law is not any 
different from the laws we inherited 
from the Smith Regime where the laws 
were just used to slow down certain 
changes which were coming. If we 
investigate first and then arrest, there 
will be no need to invoke section 121, 
because we will have provided the 
magistrate with enough information. I 
do not think the State or the Executive 
should be allowed to hide the lack of its 
efficiency in investigating through the 
use of Section 121,” he said.

Hon Madzimure said the section 
inconveniences innocent citizens as 
they are bound to lose their form of 
livelihoods while serving time in 
remand.

“A lot of people have lost their jobs, a 
lot of people have lost their sources of 
income through the continued detention 
because of the invocation of section 
121. So, Mr Speaker Sir, subsection 
121, as recommended by Hon Gonese, 
does not have space in our statutes,” he 
said.

“What is sad on these issues is that the 

majority of the people whose cases 
have attracted the AG to invoke 
Section 121 Subsection 3 have 
been proved to be innocent after the 
trial. The majority of those cases 
have been thrown out of the courts. 
It is a wake up call to Members 
of Parliament to say whenever 
we make laws; they must serve a 
certain objective. In this case, it has 
been proved that Section 121 is not 
serving its intended purpose,” said 
Hon Madzimure.

“Mr. Speaker, over the years, we have 
come to realise that this particular 
section is not being applied fairly 
and is not being applied to protect 
anyone. What is happening is that the 
AG just decides to fix an individual 
at that particular time. You are aware 
that the former minister of Finance, 
Dr. Kuruneri languished in remand 
prison purely because the AG had 
invoked that particular section,” 
said Hon Madzimure referring to the 
high-profile 2008 trial of Christopher 
Kuruneri who was charged with 
breaching exchange control laws.

Kuruneri was acquitted by the High 
Court in December 2009.

Hon Innocent Gonese introduced the  
private members bill in parliament 
to repeal the CPEA Section 121 
subsection 3. The provision has 
been routinely used by the Attorney 
General’s office to prolong the 
detention of activists who would 
have been granted bail by the courts.

The provision gives the prosecution 
team room to block the release of an 
accused person on bail while giving 
the attorney general seven days to 
decide whether or not to appeal 
against the granting of bail.

Section121 to be repealed
Masvingo - Rhinos Musareva (37) the 
MDC Zaka West district secretary for 
Defence and Security was abducted 
on Saturday at Chivamba Business 
Centre by suspected Zanu PF thugs 
and war veterans led by Dunanga 
Bwazvo and Mupangani Chekero 
from neighbouring Chiredzi North 
Constituency.

He was handcuffed and taken to a 
homestead of one Mr Tsvana, a Zanu 
PF activist, where he was severely 
assaulted and dragged around the 
yard. Zanu PF thugs used sticks 
during the assault.

It is alleged that after the battering 
they took him to the home of one 
Chiredzi North Prophet, Hardlife 
Kuzonyei whom they assaulted for 
entertaining Musareva, who, together 
with other MDC colleagues some time 
in March, approached him for prayer. 
His alleged crime was that he had 
prayed for MDC activists in a Zanu 
PF territory. 

Upon realising the degree of injury on 
the two, Dunanga, Chekero and their 
youths took Musareva and Kuzonyei 
to a woman in Wasara area, village 4 
in Chiredzi North Resettlements. The 
woman was allegedly force-marched 
to a nearby Oscro Farm Police Base 
where the injured were handed over 
to Constable Moyo and accused of 
stealing from the woman. 

The youths forced Prophet Kuzonyei 
to sign a statement admitting that he 
robbed the woman but Rhinos refused 
despite further punishment that 
was inflicted on him in full glare of 
Constable Moyo.

Hon Festus Dumbu, the Zaka West MP 
and the MDC Party structures were 
then informed about the abductions 
searched for the two only to find them 
at Chiredzi Police Station.

Hon Dumbu said: “When I saw 
Musareva I was shocked to see 
horrific injuries on him. His limbs 
were swollen and he was visibly in 
pain.I requested that he be taken to the 
hospital and Police indicated it was 
in their plans to take him to hospital. 
Rhinos has not received medical 
attention despite his serious injuries.”

He said, “We urge the police to arrest 
these known thugs if people are going 
to have confidence and feel secure in 
their own homes. People need real 
change. They are tired of fighting. 
We have had enough tears, now we 
just want a new Zimbabwe where all 
people are free to pursue opportunity 
and have a right to association. They 
must have their security guaranteed, 
before and after making their choices”.
 
Musareva sustained soft tissue 
injuries. The MDC has categorically 
stated that elections in Zimbabwe 
should be held in an environment free 
from violence and that all perpetrators 
of violence should be arrested.

Police in Zaka urged 
to arrest Zanu PF thugs

Rhinos Musareva shows bruised hand

Hon Innocent Gonese
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Our record in leadership
…as we move together with the people

Hon Margaret Matienga has said that 
developmental projects in Sunningdale 
Constituency are needed in order to 
uplift the lives of the people, improve 
areas of operation and make life easier 
to manoeuvre for the vulnerable and 
underprivileged people in society.

Her constituency borders around the 
Sunningdale suburb and other parts of 
Mbare. 

“It takes a lot of courage to be able to stand 
in such a volatile area and speak about real 
change that we want to bring about. People 
want the change, but most are too scared 
to say anything given the violent nature 
of our Zanu PF counterparts, especially 
the Chipangano youths who have gotten 
accustomed to grabbing what they do not 
own,” she said.

Hon Matienga, the MDC Women’s 
Assembly national deputy secretary said 
though a few projects were done, more 
could have been done had there been 
tolerance in the community.

“Tolerance and acceptance are 
fundamental if this country is to develop. 

“Even in homes, people do differ, but 
it does not mean they are no longer a 
family. It only means each of them has 
been blessed with the ability to discern 
and understand issues differently from 
the other. We must celebrate diversity and 
work towards transforming our country,” 
she said

US$ 40 000 was channelled towards the 
sinking of boreholes in the constituency 
given the scarcity of the resource.

At Sunningdale 2 Primary School, a 
borehole was sunk to provide water for 
the children and residents in the vicinity 
of the school.

Mr Demba, the school caretaker said the 
school had benefited from the CDF and 
gotten a borehole which serviced the 
school and the community.

“We are happy that now we have water 
nearby. Our only worry is that the water 
levels are no longer as promising as they 
were when the borehole was sunk. The 
water is becoming dirtier, so we asked 
the councillor to have the water retested. 
A lot of people are coming over to get 
water here, so we really need to know the 
state of the water and also to allow for 
regular maintenance so that we are able 
to continuously use the facility,” said Mr 
Demba.

In Munyanda street, Mbare, where a 
borehole was sunk, vandalism dealt a 
blow to the nearby residents who would 
have benefited from the project.

“Zanu PF youths said it was an MDC 
development. They forget that whatever 
development that takes place in an area is 
for the people, not a political party. People 
do not eat politics, they do not get water 
from politics, but leaders, sometimes 
selected from political parties, bring 
these developments so that life is made 
easier for its residents. But here, it is quite 

disheartening. This has happened in three 
other locations,” said Hon Matienga.

At Chitsere Primary School in Mbare, 
there is another push borehole close to the 
school grounds.

Mr Whitmore Mandaza, the school head 
said the borehole was assisting the school 
when there is no tap water. 

“In fact, everyone here prefers borehole 
water now. We requested for a borehole 
here through the councillor among other 
requests, but we are happy that we got the 
borehole. Now we had our first priority 
taken care of,” said Mr Mandaza.

He said that they had put up security 
around it as the community tended to 
abuse the facility. The borehole is locked 
up when school closes and parents can 
assess the facility in the presence of the 
school caretaker.

Another borehole is in Sunningdale 1, 
while another one in Mbare is functional 
though people had been blocked from 
fetching water by the terrorist gang – 
Chipangano.

“It is still working, and sometimes people 
get water here. The owner of the bar 
nearby was even threatened by the thugs 
saying he had allowed MDC people to 
drill a borehole in his sight. It is really 
sad that people have to be afraid of 
development. How much more if we set 
up industries and other opportunities for 
business, then people will remain stuck 
in poverty due to Zanu PF intimidation,” 
hon. Matienga said.
 
Mr T. Chari of George Stark High school 
said they had discussions with the MP 
concerning what the school needed.
“Our major challenge was the water 
shortages. We used to close down the 
school when there was no water, so it 
was our priority area. We came up with a 

laundry list of requirements but because 
of the finances, we had to get a 10 000 
litre tank which is yet to be mounted. 
A borehole was sunk for us during the 
cholera outbreak, so we needed a tank to 
harvest the water. We are happy with what 
we got,” said Mr Chari.

Hon Matienga said there was still a lot that 
needed to be done to curb the problems in 
Sunningdale and Mbare.

“It takes monetary injection to solve all 
the problems in our area. But then, it is 
important for us to push for developments 
nomatter how small, and desist from 
threatening and intimidating people over 
developments they deserve. It is not about 
politicking, it is about giving people 
decent facilities to use on a daily basis. 

“The previous government failed to 

provide for people, and as MDC, we are 
fighting that nomatter how little change 
we brought into the government, 
people deserve real change, which 
can only take place when thugs such 
as Chipangano members are behind 
bars, when people are allowed to think 
and express themselves without fear 
of retribution. We want peace, and we 
want to desist from politics of medieval 
times – where the supreme clan had to 
show its supremacy through wars and 
conquests. We are tired of politicking 
as displayed by Zanu PF.

I need not emphasise that Zanu PF 
has truly destroyed this nation, it has 
manipulated the people, but, this is 
as far as they can get. The people’s 
will can not be subverted,” said Hon 
Matienga.

The MDC roll of honour recognises the 
role played by all activists who passed 
away in the line of duty – fighting for 
democracy.

The Information Department will carry 
extracts of the roll of honour as we 
remember the contribution made by 
thousands of our activists in The Real 
Change Times.

Continued from Issue 94...

179. Matema Hilary was tortured 
to death by members of the Police 
Internal Service Intelligence in Guruve 
on 15 January 2001.

180. Matinyarare David was killed 
on 1 May 2003 in Mufakose, Harare.

181. Matombo Arthur was beaten 
to death in Mazowe on 5 May 2008 
by army major Cairo Mhandu and 
Maravadza.

182. Matonganhau Patricia was 
killed by Zanu PF supporters in Mutoko 
on 20 May 2008.

183. Matope Kenneth was 
killed on 13 January 2002 in Guruve, 
Mashonaland Central.

184. Matyatya was murdered on 
27 June 2000 in Gweru.

185. Mazambara Maribha was 
killed by Zanu PF youths in Bikita in 

June 2008.
186. Mazava Felix was abducted 
and killed on 11 September 2001 in 
Chikomba, Mashonaland East.

187. Mbano Chrison died after a 
group of soldiers petrol-bombed MDC 
offices in Zaka on 4 June 2008.

188. Mbewe Samson was killed in 
Goromonzi on 9 August 2000.

189. Mbwanda Tapiwa, 57, was 
stabbed to death in Hurungwe East on 
5 April 2008. He left behind a wife and 
three children. Jawet Kazangare and an 
army Private Peter Madamombe were 
identified as his killers.

190. Meda Tapiwa was beaten to 
death by Zanu PF youths on 5 May 2008 
in Centenary, Mashonaland Central.

191. Meza Tafadzwa was shot and 
wounded by soldiers then followed 
up and killed by a CIO agent, Sydney 
Shomweyi in Mudzi on 1 June 2008.

192. Mhete Leonard was murdered 
by Zanu PF thugs at Chigumisirwa 
Village, Bikita East on 9 June 2008.

193. Midzi Trymore was murdered 
by police officers on 23 December 2001 
in Bindura.

194. Majoni Simwanja was killed 
on 15 January 2002 in Kwekwe.

195. Moyo Henry was killed on 7 
January 2002 in Masvingo.

196. Moyo Tiziro – teacher – was 
murdered by Zanu PF supporters in 
Mwenezi on 11 June 2008.

197. Moyounotsva Amos was 
murdered by Zanu PF supporters in 
Chitungwiza on 2 July 2008.

198. Mpofu Muchenje was 
murdered by Zanu PF supporters on 19 
January 2002 in Mberengwa East.

199. Mteta Kingswell a police 
officer died on 24 July 2008 after being 
beaten by Zanu PF militia in Mudzi 
where he had gone to pay his mother a 
visit.

200. Mtetwa Davis was murdered 
on 27 April 2002 in Zengeza, 
Chitungwiza.

201. Mtombeni was abducted in 
Masvingo and found dead on 19 June 
2008.

202. Mubaira Phanuel of Mt 
Darwin died after being assaulted by 
Zanu PF militia on 19 May 2008.

203. Mubango Choukuse Nyoka 
was axed to death by Zanu PF supporters 
who were using a truck owned by self-
styled war veteran Joseph Chinotimba 
in Buhera on 17 May 2008.

204. Mudzuramhende Patson 
was beaten to death in Mazowe on 5 
May 2008 by Zanu PF militia led by 
army Major Cairo Mhandu and Major 
Maravadza.

205. Mudzimuirema Cosamu was 
murdered on 16 July 2002 in Buhera 
South.

206. Mudzingwa Mabiko was 
attacked at Chigumisirwa Village, 
Bikita East by Zanu PF youths and died 
from injuries sustained on 9 June 2008.

207. Mugauri Runyararo the MDC 
youth secretary for Mazowe district 
died at a Harare hospital on 14 August 
2008 from injuries sustained after being 
severely attacked by Zanu PF youths.

208. Mukaiwa Gloria was heavily 
assaulted by Zanu PF youths leading to 
her death on 17 May 2008 in Centenary.

209. Mukakarei Tabudamu 
was killed on 14 February 2002 in 
Masvingo.

210. Mukadyata Zava of Masvingo 
murdered on an unknown date.

211. Mukova Rodrick died after 
being assaulted by Zanu PF hooligans 
at Chimudzi Village in Mwenezi, 
Masvingo North on 11 June 2008.

212. Mugudoki Rodrick a farm 
worker was hacked to death by Zanu 
PF youths in Chikomba on 6 December 
2001.

Lest we forget: our heroes of real change

Some of the projects that were done in Sunningdale

Signs of Zanu PF violence

Hon Margaret Matienga
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Those who have names of perpetrators of violence in your constituencies 
feel free to phone or write to  

MDC Information and Publicity department.   
Telephone: 04-770708 

Email: mdcnewsbrief@gmail.com
Postal Address: Harvest House, 4th Floor, 

44 Nelson Mandela Avenue, Harare.

Harare - The MDC demands the 
immediate release of 29 party 
incarcerated members being framed 
for murder and public violence.   

High Court Judge, Justice Chinembiri 
Bhunu, is yet to make a ruling, one 
week after reserving judgement 
in a bail application by the MDC 
members.  

The 29 MDC members, who 
include the MDC Youth Assembly 
chairperson, Solomon Madzore, are 
facing false charges of murdering a 
police officer in Glen View last May 
and of public violence.  

Those in remand prison include; Last 
Maengahama, a National Executive 

Masvingo - The MDC will continue 
to strive for economic prosperity, total 
freedom and the welfare of the people 
of Zimbabwe, senior party officials said 
at the weekend. 

Addressing about 1000 party supporters 
at a rally held at the Mucheke boxing 
arena in the ancient city on Saturday, 
Mr Wilstaff Sitemere, the MDC 
chairman for Masvingo province said 
the party was looking beyond winning 
the forthcoming elections adding the 
ruling party is determined to pursue 
democracy, freedom and economic 
emancipation. 

The rally was held in Masvingo Urban 
Constituency.

 “Our goals are straight forward. We are 
focusing on bringing food on the table. 
We are also focusing on economic 
emancipation and total freedom. We 
hear that Zanu PF is preparing for 
elections but we wish to tell them that 

we can only talk of elections after the 
completion of constitutional reforms. 
The people in Zanu PF are retrogressive 
minded. They see us as second class 
citizens and that is completely wrong.

“We are now focusing on forming the 
next government and we therefore 
demand institutional reforms ahead 
of polls. We demand reforms in the 
security sector, that is, the army, the 
police and the CIO. We only have one 
task of winning the next plebiscite and 
after that we will form a people centred 
government,” said Sitemere.

Provincial secretary and Masvingo 
Urban Constituency legislator 
Honourable Tongai Matutu said Zanu 
PF was thriving on past glories and the 
former ruling party had nothing new 
to offer to the long suffering people of 
Zimbabwe.

 “There is no doubt that Robert Mugabe 
and his cronies are spent forces. Zanu 

PF is thriving on past glories. They have 
nothing new to offer to the people of 
Zimbabwe. It is on record that Zanu PF 
has brought the country to a halt. Look 
at the astronomical electricity bills that 
we are seeing in the newspapers. 

That is an indication of the level of 
maladministration in Zanu PF. In fact, 
Zanu PF apparatchiks have been looting 
the national resources since 1980. The 
looting bandwagon comprises Savior 
Kasukuwere, Obert Mpofu and Ignatius 
Chombo. Given this background- it is 
now time for the MDC to send Zanu PF 
to the cleaners. It is our chance to excel. 
We have to garner maximum votes in 
the province, “said Honourable Matutu.
 
Provincial spokesperson Honourable 
Harrison Mudzuri said:

“We should never return to the sad era 
of 2008 when the country literally came 
to a crashing halt. We should not relax-
we have not completed the journey 
towards real change.”

 MDC provincial vice chairman, 
Ransome Makamure, Provincial 
chairpersons, JudithMuzhavazhi 
(Women’s Assembly) and Oliver 
Chirume (YouthAssembly), provincial 
organising  secretary, Ernest Mudavanhu 
and provincial vice secretary, Heya 
Shoko also attended the rally.  

Zanu PF has nothing new to offer

Harare - President Morgan Tsvangirai 
has paid his condolences on the 
passing on of Spain Ambassador 
to Zimbabwe, H.E Pilar Fuertes 
Ferragut.

While signing the Book of 
Condolences at the Embassy of Spain 
in Harare, President Tsvangirai 

described the late Ambassador as a 
loving person who was committed to 
peace and democracy.

Ambassador Fuertes died yesterday 
afternoon in Windhoek, Namibia.

She was the Ambassador of Spain to 
Zimbabwe, Zambia and Malawi. 

President mourns Spanish Ambassador

Masvingo - Ten MDC members 
were last week acquitted of public 
violence charges by a Masvingo 
magistrate following the application 
for discharge by their defence lawyer 
at the close of the state case.
 
The ten MDC members Albert 
Mushosho, Anos Senga, Gardie 
Munyanyi, Fafteen Makweza, Elias 
Mudyanadzo, Martin Makweza, 
Francis Magidi, Tawanda Sengu 
Torovase Mukova and Charles 
Mukora appeared before Masvingo 
magistrate Learnmore Mapiye on 
Wednesday facing charges of assault 
and malicious damage to property. 

The state led by Moreblessing Rusere 
alleged that on 14 June 2008, the 
MDC members went on a rampage 
assaulting Zanu PF supporters 
in Mupome village under Chief 
Chimombe in Gutu. The state further 

Committee member, Councillor 
Oddrey Sydney Chirombe of Ward 
33, Budiriro, Councillor Tungamirai 
Madzokere of Ward 32, Glen View, 
Cynthia Manjoro, Lloyd Chitanda, 
Stanford Mangwiro and Tendai 
Chinyama.  

The others are; Jefias Moyo, Abina 
Rutsito, Gabriel Shumba, Stephen 
Takaedzwa, Linda Madyamhanje, 
Tafadzwa Billiard, Simon Mudimu, 
Dube Zwelibanzi, Simon Mapanzure, 
Augustine Tengenyika and Gapara 
Nyamadzawo, Paul Rukanda, 
Lazarus and Stanford Maengahama, 
Kerina Dewa and Memory Ncube, 
Rebecca Mafukeni, Yvonne 
Musarurwa, Phineas Nhatarikwa 
and Stanford Mangwiro.

Around Zimbabwe:
 MDC news in brief

alleged that the group proceeded to 
destroy property at Kudzai Gogode, 
Shepherd Dzinotyiwei, Albert 
Chimombe and Ever Bingepinge`s 
homesteads. The MDC supporters 
were facing two counts of assault 
and two counts of malicious damage 
to property.
 
After the close of the state case the 
defence lawyer, Martin Mureri of 
Matutu, Kwirira and Associates 
applied for discharge after all the six 
state witnesses had testified.
 
“At the closing of the state case I 
applied for discharge and the court 
concurred that there was no clear 
evidence for prosecution and that 
the evidence from the state witnesses 
was suscipicious. Furthermore, 
the state witnesses gave conflicting 
evidence. The evidence was therefore 
unreliable,” said Mureri.

MDC members acquitted

Release 29 members:  MDC

Six MDC activists in Sanyati, Midlands 
North province sustained serious 
injuries when they were attacked by 
Zanu PF thugs after attending a district 
meeting in the area.

The six are: the district organising 
secretary, Reuben Banda, Ward 16 
Chairperson, Josiah Shumba, Amos 
Zhou, Miriam Maraunga, Plaxedes 
Chadiwa and Kudzanai Nyamadzawo.

Banda said Zanu PF thugs who attacked 
them were accusing him of recruiting 
more people to join the MDC. Banda 
was beaten with an iron bar on the 
forehead and sustained a deep cut. He 
said that it took them almost two days to 
get help from both the hospital and the 
police as officials at both institutions 
were not co-operative.

Another victim, Shumba, was abducted 
and assaulted at his home around 7pm by 
Zanu PF supporters travelling in a grey 
Mazda B2200 driven by a war veteran 
identified as Elias Mapfumo. The 
activist only escaped after the vehicle 
had a front tyre puncture while on their 
way to a militia based established near 
Nyabangwe Game park.

Zhou, who was also at his home on the 
fateful day was attacked by an axe and 
is receiving treatment at a local hospital 
after sustaining back injuries.

Maraunga and Chadiwa were picked 
up by over 10 thugs after they failed to 
locate their husbands. The two women 
activists were then assaulted using 
fists and booted feet on allegations that 
they knew the whereabouts of their 
husbands and were refusing to disclose 
the information.

JOMIC National Political Liason 
Officer, Mr Lovemore Kadenge 
confirmed that political violence 
erupted in Sanyati and a team was on its 
way to the area to investigate.

“We received a report of that incident. 
We called the alleged perpetrators 
and victims to our offices and we are 
following up the case to ensure that 
the perpetrators are arrested and justice 
takes place,” Kadenge said.

Six injured after 
Zanu PF thugs attack

The MDC is concerned and disturbed 
by utterances attributed to Zanu PF’s 
Tendai Savanhu which smirk of racism, 
hate, violence and threats of murder on 
MDC members and particularly on Hon 
Ian Kay in Marondera recently.

Ironically, Savanhu made the threats at 
a funeral of one Jealous Makombe in 
Marondera. 

“What is the so-called white MDC 
legislator, Iain Kay doing in the 
community? As Zanu PF we do not 
recognize him and his councillors as 
elected office bearers. Zanu PF Peter 
Murwira is the legitimate MP for 
Marondera Central, not Kay. Please 
allow me and Chipangano Youth 
a week’s stay here and we would 
eliminate Kay without any problem. 
Down with all whites,” said Savanhu.

Savanhu lost to Piniel Denga in 2008 in 
the Mbare constituency. 

It is unfortunate that Zanu PF leaders 
think they have a stake in a person’s life 
to determine who lives and who dies, 
but that perogative lies with God.

It makes for sad reading that he uttered 
such murderous statements and nothing 
has been done to him, when those who 
have come up with renditions of Zanu 

PF jingles have found themselves in 
prison on allegations of undermining 
Mugabe’s authority.

We call on the Police to arrest Savanhu 
and charge him with threatening 
the peace of Marondera residents, 
threatening a person with death, and for 
promoting terrorism.
 
The MDC urges the people of 
Zimbabwe to remain resolute and 
denounce such statements and reject 
this archaic and dying Zanu PF party 
come next elections. 

The people of Zimbabwe are struggling 
to heal from the wounds of 2008 
violence unleashed by Zanu PF and 
its functionaries in the security sector. 
Over 500 MDC supporters lost their 
lives at the hands of a regime that could 
not stomach defeat after almost three 
decades in power.

At the moment 29 MDC members are 
in remand prison, some for nearly 12 
months for trumped murder charges. 
Forty-four members are on remand on 
fake charges of public violence while 
24 others are on remand for allegedly 
holding meetings.

Zanu PF must go: MDC

...MDC at Chipatarongo

MDC spokesperson poses for a photo with supporters at Chipatarongo, 
in ward 5, Nyanga North constituency over the weeken


